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his library, and only poverty keeps Prodromus from buying
books.
We must now enumerate the Byzantine centres of learn-
ing, almost all destroyed by the Arab conquest. The first is
Athens, 'mother of learning', especially pagan philosophy.
According to Synesius her scholars despised all others, and
behaved 'as demi-gods among mules'. Even after Justinian
closed her schools Theodore of Tarsus studied here before
becoming an English bishop. But the palmy days were over,
and in the twelfth century an Archbishop of Athens bewails
her desolate condition, though even his gloomy letters show
that culture had not completely deserted the city. Next
comes Alexandria, 'workshop of varied education'. Before
Hypatia's day it was visited by St. Gregory Nazianzen for
the sake of its library and by his brother Caesarius for its
medical school. In 484 Severus of Sozopolis attended its
'museum', learning grammar, rhetoric, philosophy, Latin,
and law, in preparation for a legal training at Berytus. Both
Caesarea, with its library of 30,000 Christian books, and
Gaza had renowned schools of rhetoric. Antioch in Syria
was the birthplace of Libanius, who taught there most of his
life, keeping a day school with assistants under him; here,
too, was born St. John Chrysostom, who completed his
education by attending the local law-courts. The city never
recovered from the 300 years of Saracen rule (635—969),
though the Antiochene second wife of Manuel I is described
as highly educated. At Ephesus St. Marcellus studied
theology; nearer the capital we find great culture at Nicaea,
which after the capture of Constantinople by the Latins
became the seat of Empire (1204-61). The theological
school of Edessa played an important part during the fifth
century in the Christological controversy. For this a know-
ledge of Greek was essential, and the Syrian scholars both
spoke and wrote Greek. Later Syria became Monophysite.
It is to Edessa of the sixth century that we owe the Chronicle
of Joshua the Stylite (which gives a contemporary's account
of the events of the years 495-506) and also the Edessene
Chronicle (written about 540).l In the ninth century
1 For Edessa in the fifth and sixth centuries see R. Duval, Histoirepolitique, religieuse
etlitteraired fidessejwqu'dlapremitre Croisade (Paris, Leroux, 1892), chs. x and xi.

